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say that it is a measure that should be
adopted by the Legislature here. Indeed,
a considerable injury will accrue if we do
not adopt it.

THE HON. T. BUMGES seconded.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

G. Shenton) : I move the adjournment
of the debate until Tuesday.

Tan Hox. G. W. LEAIK: Why
should the debate be adjourned ? What
question of very great importance is in-
volved in this Bill? Why not go on
with it now?

Question - That the debate be ad-
journed-put and passed.

YIELD OF GOLD FROM EASTERN
GO LD FIELD S-RE TBRN.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron.
G. Shenton) laid on the Table a Return
showing the number of ounces of gold
obtained from the mines at Yilgarn.

STANDING ORDERS-EXPLANATION
BY THE PRESIDENT.

TaE PRESIDENT : The Standing,
Orders are now on the Table. It would
save time if hion. members would look
through them, and, if they have any
objections, to give notice of their amend.
ments by Tuesday next. Then on Fri-
day next some member of the Corn-
inittee-eitber the hion. Mr. Hackett, or
the lion. Mr. Leak-c- can move that they
be adopted as a whole, subject to the
amendments Jproposed if such be con-
sidered advisable.

THE HON. J. W. HACKETT: Adopt-

ig your suggestion, sir, I give notice
tat ou Friday next I will move that the

Standing Orders be adopted as printed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House at 3840 p~m. adjourned
until Tuesday, February 10, at 3 o'clock.

'91egrslfibe csstmhblt.
Friday, 6th February, 1891.

Shipping facilities at Derby-Public Besenoes it, neigh.
hoo of town - Protection of Paiaentary

Printers Dill: third reading-Parlinmentary Prin-
leges Bill: third reading-Audit Bill: second read.
lag-Estiotcs, 1391-Coloniai Hospital: Latter of
P.,;ic Powrer-Adjournmet.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
2-30 p.m.

PRAYERS.

SHIPPING FACILITIhS AT DERBY.

AIR. A. FORREST asked the Premier
whether it was the intention of the Gov-
ernment to improve the shipping facili-
ties at Derby, so as to enalble settlers to
ship cattle and other stock, the present
arrangements being very bad?

TuE PREMIER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said the Government was fully aware
of the importance of providing Ship-
ping facilities at Derby for the ship-
iuent of stock, and hoped to be able
to attend to the matter at an early
date. If the heon. member could show
him, upon the information he possessed,
the best way of meeting the wishes of
the settlers in this matter, he should be
very much obliged to him.

PUBLIC RESERVES IN VICINITY OF
TOWNS.

MR. RICHARDSON: I desire to ask
the Commissioner of Crown lands,
Whether in his opinion a sufficient ntun-
ber of Reserves for public parks, gardens,
and recreation grounds have been de-
clared in the neighborhood of the
various cities and towns of the colony
(both seaport and inland); and, if not,
whether the Government intend to at
once take steps to remedy the oversight ?

THE COMMISSIONWER OF CROWN
LANDS (Ron. W. E. Marmion) replied
as follows:-In and for all new town-
sites sufficient Reserves are provided,
when the surveys are being made. With
regard to other cities, towns, etc., of the
colony, I am of opinion that it is specially
the province and should be the care of
the Municipal and Town Councils, Roads
Boards, and other public bodies of a
representative character, to see that Re-
serves for the purposes set forth in the
question of the hion. member should 1)e
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selected in the various localities repre-
sented by them, and recommended by
those public bodies as Reserves. Every
application or recommendation for a
Reserve for public purposes has received
in the past, and will continue to receive
in the future, careful consideration at the
hands of the Government, and the Re-
serve will be made, unless there exists
some strong reason for not granting it.

THIRD READINGS.
The Protection to Parliamentary Prin-

ters Bill, and the. Parliamentary Privi-
leges Bill were read a third time, and
ordered to be transmitted to the Legisla-
tive Council.

AUDIT BILL, 1891.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt), in moving the second read-
ing of a bill "to amend the law relating
to the receipt, custody, and issue of the
public moneys, the audit of the public
accounts, and the protection and recovery
of the public property," said it was only
necessary for him to remind the House
that, of late years, under the authority
of the existing A&udit Act, that Act bad
been worked in conjunction with the
Finance Committee, and no unauthor-
ised votes were capable of being spent
without the concurrence of that Finance
Committee. Bnt it was necessary now,
of course, as the House would recognise,
to do away with that Finance Committee,
and to place all the responsibility con-
nected with the expenditure of the public
moneys on the shoulders of the Ministry,
or the Government of the day. In the
present bill they sought to do that, and
he might say that the bill had been
taken from the same provisions that ob-
tained in South Australia, together with
some more recent legislation in the colony
of Queensland. The bill was one of
importance, as affecting not only the
powers and responsibilities of the Gov-
ernment at present in power, but also of
all future Governments. It was very
necessary that they should have an Audit
Act which, while on the one hand would
be a security against the exercise of any
arbitrary powers on the part of the Gov-
ernmient, would, at the same time, give
the Government sufficient power to enable
it to carry on the administration of the

country without any undue and unneces-
sary restriction. The present bill, he
believed, would be found to combine
these two provisions; on the one hand it
gave ample security to the colony against
any ar-bitrary action on the part of the
Government in office, while on the other
hand it did not unnecessarily restrict the
action of the Government in carrying on
the business of the country. Should it
be the desire of the House to have the
bill referred to a select committee, the
Government would not oppose it, though
they did not propose to do so themselves.
That, however, could be dlone on the
motion to go into committee on the bill.
He now moved its second reading.

Mn. PARKER said that so far as he
was personally concerned he really had
not had time to even read the bill; he
believed it had only been laid on the
table of the House the previous evening;
and it could scarcely be expected by the
Government that members could study
the provisions of an important bill of this
kind in a few minutes. If the Govern-
ment, however, were willing to let the
bill be referred to a select committee, he
would have no objection to its second
reading. He quite agreed with the
Attorney General that a bill of this
character was one requiring very careful
consideration; if carelessly drawvn up, it
might give a great deal too much power
to the Ministry in controlling the public
expenditure, and enable themn to squander
the public funds without due check upon
them-he was not speaking of the pres-
ent Ministry, but any Ministry. He
imagined that the object of such a bill
was to give the Government of the day
power to exercise proper control over the
expenditure of the public revenue, while
at the same time it should protect the
public against any arbitrary action on the
part of the Government in connection
with unauthorised expenditure. Hle dlid
not think it was the desire of that House,
simply because we had now a responsible
Ministry, to place unlimited power in
their hands as regards the expenditure
of public moneys, without somec check
being exercised by that Assembly, which
after all was the guardian of the public
purse. Such being the case, he thought
they should look very carefully into the
provisions of this bill, and see that that
House did have proper control over
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the public finances, and that the Gov-
erment of the day was not given an
arbitrary lpower to spend the public
fiunds without due legislative author-
ity, except in cases of special emer-
gency, He would not oppose the'seeond
reading- of the bill, on the understanding
that it would afterwards be referred to a.
select committee.

THE TREASURER (Hfon. J1. Forrest)
said the bill had been prepared with
some care by the Attorney General, with
the assistance of the principal officer of
the Treasury, who was conversant not
only with the provisions of the existing
Audit Act but also with the Acts of the
other colonies. The bill had been taken
principally from laws in force in South
Australia, but portions of it contained
some more recent legislation from Queens-
land. He believed it would be found a,
ver good Act indeed. He had not had
time to give it very close attention, but
it had been prepared with his knowledge,
with the assistanice of the principal officer
in the Treasury. As to limiting the
powers of the Government in the ex-
p~enditure of the public funds, whatever
laws they made they would not he able to
prevent the Government from spending

-money, if they could get the Governor of
the colony to sanction it. The Governor
was the only, safegutard. TIn no colony of
Australia was power given to the Auditor
General to do more than report to the
H1ouses of Parliament any unauthorised
expenditure on the part of the Govern-
ment; lie had no power to prevent it.
Nor would it do to place such a power in
the hands of any Auditor General; it
would so fetter the action of the Govern-
inent that the greatest difficulty might
arise in carrying on the public affairs.
In all the other colonies the extent of the
Auditor General's power was imnited to
reporting to the Legislature anjy un-
authorised expenditure that came under
his notice in the exercise of his duties.
After all, that seemed a reasonable pro-
vision, for how could the Government of
the countryv be carried on 'unless it had
full eontr~l over the public purse ? The
only check in this respect was the Gov-
ernor. If a Ministry could get the Gov-
a-nors warrant, then the money could
be spent.

Maf-. PARKER: Then why do we want
this Act?

THE TREASURER (Ron. 3. Forrest)
sad the Act was wanted, as it was wanted
any-where else, to regulate the custody
aeud the issue of the public moneys. Bit
no Act could prcvent the Government
from spending money in cases of eiiier-
gency, so long as they got the Governor's
warrant. In the Act in force in South
Australia there -was what was called an
Executive Oouncil warranit; it was in two
forms, one being an Executive Council
warrant for the expenditure of moneys
voted by the Legislature, and the other
being an Executive Council warrant for

Imoneys not voted by the Legislature.
He had not yet ascertained why they
should have these two fonms of warrant,

*but he expected to hear that the reason
was, the exigencies of State. He had

*Written to Sir Samuel Griffith, to ascer-
tain the practice in Queensland, and hoe
was informed by the Queensland Premier
that the Queensland Act was a very
stringent Act. The procedure there was
this:- In cases where there was no vote
of the Legislature, or where it was desir-
able to exceed votes of the Legislature,
the Minister recommended, the Cabinet
approved, and, if the Govern or sanctioned
'lie amount was available ; and it was
placed on the Supplementary Estimates
the first opportunity that offered. He
only mentioned this to members to show
that the principal object of an Audit Act
was not so much to control the actions of
the Government as to provide for the pub-
lie accounts being properly kept. They
all knew that in England and in all coun -
tries possessing Constitutional Govern-
mnent, the Ministry in Power exercised full
control over the public funds, and, when
the exigencies of State demanded it, did
not hesitate to spend those funds without
the previous authority of Parliament.
Ire need not remind the House of the
notable instance of this in the action of
Lord Beaconsfield in purchasing Suez
Canal shares without the previous author-
ity of Parliament, knowing as he did
that he had Parliament at his hack and
that his action would meet with the
approval of the country. The present
Government had no wish to do anything
that was not in accord with the provisions
of this Act, and lie hoped they should
never have to comec to that Rouse to ask
for confirmation of expenditure made
without legislative authority. The reason

Audit Bill. [6 PER., 1891.]
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hie made these rema-rks was that there
seemed to be a, desire on the part of some
members to bind the Government band
anud foot not to spend a penny without
previous Parliamentary authority. He
had heard some people say they would
place the Auditor General in at position
superior to that of the Government of
the country. That would be ridiculous.
flow could the Government carry on the
business of the counmtry if they were not
allowed to spend a penny without the
authority of the Au'ditor General? The
Auditor General might be an unreason-
able mnan, and how would the busi-
ness of the country be carried en? All
they wanted by this Audit Act was that
everything should be done in order, that
the public accounts should be properly
k-ept and duly audited, and that every
sixpence spent should be accounted for;
and -that if the Government of the day
did spend any money without legislative
authority, Parliament should be informed
of it at the earliest possible moment,
and, if it was not satisfied with the action
of the Government, it should call upon it
to resign.

MR. PAniE: That wouldn't give us
the money back.

AIn. LOTON said he understood the
Government did not intend to offer any
opposition to the bill going to a select
comn'ntt;"Cc; and, as it was a. very imporL-f
ant measure, it was scarcely worth while
discussing it now. But he should like to
draw attention to the wording of the 9th
clause, dealing with the mode in which
moneys were to be expended. There
was an important omiission, it appeared
to him, in that clause, as compared with
the clause in a similar Act in force in
Victoria, and ho believed also in Queens-
land. The clause as now worded read
thus:- "The Colonial Treasurer shall, as
" often as occasion may require, calculate
"the amount of moneys likely to become
" due and payable out of the Consoli-
"dated Revenue, Loan Moneys, or other
"Trust and Deposit Accounts during a.
"period not exceeding one month next

"after such calculation, and shall there-
" upon prepare warrants setting forth
" the said amounts, classifying and ar-
"ranging them under the same divisions
"and sub-divisions that shall have been

",employed in the appropriation thereof
" or shall be required by such regula-

I "tions, and after having signed such
"warrants shall transmit the same to

"the Governor for his approval and
"signature." It appeared from that,
that all that would be required -sup-
posing a Loan Bill passed that House
-all that would be required, if the Gov-
ernment desired to spend any portion
of that loan, was that the Colonial Treas-
urer should calculate the amount likely to
be wanted, submit that td the Governor
for his signature, and the money could
be spent without that House having had
an opportunity at any time of appropria-
ting the money. The Victorian Act and
the Queensland Act weut further than
that. The Victorian Act provided that
the Auditor General should certify, after
the calculation had been -made by the
Colonial Treasurer, that the money was
legally applicable for the pur-pose it was
proposed to appropriate it. That ap-
peared to him an important onission in
this clause. He would ask whether at
this stage, entering as we were upon a
new form of Government, it was desirable
that the Ministry in office (he eared not
who they were) should be placed in a
position to be able to spend money with-
out the previous vote of the legislature?
He thought not. Of Course in cases Of
real emergency any Ministry would take
upon themselves to spend money without
nre-vious legislative authority, and no
doubt if they exercised a wise discretion
they would be supported by the voice of
the Legislature at its next meeting. But
that was a very different thing to the
Government being in a position to make
a regular practice of it.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Mannidon) asked
whether the hon. member for the Swan
wished the Legislature to meet monthly?
This clause provided that the Colonial
Treasurer shall prepare a monthly state-
ment of all moneys likely to become due;
did the hon. member wish to have that
House summoned monthly to confirm
this expenditure or rather to sanction
it ? It appeared to him that the hon.
member had not read the clause very
carefully, or hie would have seen that
all moneys about to be expended had
to be classified under the same divi-
sions and sub-divisions that had been
employed in the " appropriation " thereof,
-showing that it was only intended to

[ASSEMBLY.] Audit Bill.
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deal with moneys that had been already
appropriated. The beon. member was
mistaken in thinking that the money
could be expended whether it had been
appropriated or not.

MRt. RICHARDSON said he did not
believe in placing the Auditor General in
a position superior to the Government of
the colony. He d-id not consider it a
good princie to appeal from a, higher
authority to a lower tribunal, and place
the Auditor General above the Ministry
of the day who bad to govern the coun-
try. Surely they must place some con-
fidence i their Ministers; they must
believe that they would exercise due
discretion in the expenditure of the publ-
lic flunds. If they could not be trusted
to that extent, it appeared to him they
were not fit to hold office. If they spont
the money illegally, they would have to
answer for it to the Legislature and to
the country.

Motion agreed to.
Bill read a second time.

ANNUAL ESTIATES, 1891.

The House went into committee of
supply for the further consideration of
thle Estimates of Expenditure for the
year 1891, the item before the committee
being the first item on the Estimates-
"His Excellency the Governor, £886 ";

THE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said that before this item was put he
wished to remove a misapprehension
wlicho he had seen in that morning's
])aper as to the salary of the clerk in the
Governor's office. An impression ap-
peared to have gone abroad that the
salary had been raised from £2170 to
£250. This was not so. The salary that
had been paid to the Governor's clerk for
some years was £250, but only £170 of
that appeared on the Estimates, the re-
mnainder being provided for under the
Constitution Act.

MRb. PARKER: It may be in the
recollection of some members that there
was a great deal of discussion in the late
Legislative Council when it was proposed
to raise the vote for the Governor's salary
from £3,000 to £4,000, and it was only
after the question had been sent back to
the House three times by the Governor
that the Council consented to increase
the salary to £4,000, and they did so on

the express Understanding, in the words
of the then Colonial Secretary, that a sum
of £6e90 provided on the annual Estim-
ates in connection with the Governor's
Establishment would be struck off the
Estimates in future, thus ]naking- a net
increase in the Governor's salary of only
£410. I will quote the Colonial Secre-
tary's own words; holl. members will
find them in Hfansard. He says (quot-
ing from the Governor's despatch): "The
Governor's salary I have set down at
£4,000, but as there would be a reduc-
tion of £590 now provided onl the annual
Estimates for various allowances con-
nected with the Governor's Establish-
ment, the net increase upon the pres-
ent salary of £3,000 would only bie
£410." I should like to ask tile Colonial
Treasurer if he has struck off that £690,
or whether any of it still remains on
these Estimates?9 As to the salary of
the Governor's clerk, It was under the
impression that now we have got Re-
sponsible Government there would be very
little to do in the Governor's office; and
I should have thought that a Private
Secretary, who is down on the Civil List,
for X300, would have been quite snifi-
cient. I cannot imagine what the Gov-
ernor now wants with a clerk at all,
Unless it is that the Aide-de-Oainp is to
be paid this £250, in addition to his
other allowance of £150, making his pay
up to £400. As to the Governor's allow-
ances, which we were told were to be
Struck off the Estimates in future, we
find them all here again, so far as I can
see, the same as were paid to Governor
Broome, who never received a salary
exceeding £3,000, - we find all these
allowances here again, with the exception
of forage, for the present Governor,
whose salary is £4,000. I should also
like the Treasurer to tell us whether
Governor Robinson has received pay at
the rate of £4,000 since the proclamation
of thle Constitution?

TUE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest):
He has.

MR. PARKER: And did he draw for-
age allowance too?

THE TRASURER (Hon. J. Forrest):
I don't know.

AIR. PARKER: It appears to me he
has received more than he ought to have
done, in drawing salary at the rate of
£4,000 and forage allowance at the rate
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of £133 16s., and these other allowances
which the Colonial Secretary pledged
himself should be struck off.

THiE TREASURIER (Ron. J, Forrest): I
do not know that he pledged himself.

MR. PARKER:, I don't know how he
could have put it stronger. I have
quoted his words. "I think it right"
(lie goes on) "that I should draw the
attention of the commnittee to the fact
that the actual increase is only about
£400 in excess of the present salary of
the Governor." But what do we find P
Raving got the salary increased to £4000,
we find it is lproposed to give the present
Governor all those allowances (with the
exception of forage) that -were to have
been struck off when the salary was
raised, and in addition to that we have a
new item here that we never had before,
"Fire and gas for Government House,

£150O." So that instead of the allow-
ances being reduced they arc actually
increased to over £600 by the present
Estimates ; so that we arc asked to
sanction an allowance of £600 more than
was pledged by the Colonial Secretary in
this Rouse when we agreed to increase
the salary to £4,000. I would remind
the House that this pa-y of £4,000 is not
all that the Governor receives; he has
his establishment kept up for him, and
there is an allo-wance of £46 on these
V.htinaates for keeping u-p hiR garle-n,
under the head of " Upkeep Government
House and Domain." Although the pay
of £4,000 is smaller than the pay in some
of the neighboring colonies, the Governor
here has a great advantage. I believe
that in no other colony does the Governor
escape pay In any duties whatever. The
Governor here pays no Customs duty
whatever on anything he imports into the
colony, like we have to do; and I should
imagine that the saving of duty alone, in
an establishment like the Governor's,
must be worth another £400 or £500 a
year. When we agreed under our Con-
stitution Bill to fix the Governor's salary
at £4,000, I think we were doing the
utmost we could be expected to do, con-
sidering the revenue of the colony; and
I cannot but think that it is most unwise
and injudicious on the part. of the Gov-
ernment not to have carried out the
undertaking that was given to strike out
all these allowances, and allowed the
Governor to receive the liberal amount

(as I think) of £4,000 a, year. I hope
the Colonial Treasurer will explain how
thIs is.

THE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest):
Iam very sorry indeed to have to ex-

plain these items tinder this head, be-
cause it has been the rule in this
House hitherto-at any rate if po5ssi-
ble--to pass over the Governor's private
establishment without discussion. I can
assure hon. ma-embers that in this mat-
ter the Government have not done
anything more than they thought was
right. It is the intention of the Gov-
ernor to employ a private secretary, an
aide-de-camp, and a clerk, These are
not to be amalgamated offices, as the
hon. member has suggested, but separate
offices. At the present time there is no
doubt a, great deal more work in the
Governor's office than there may be by-
and-by, when we get into full swing
with this new Constitution; and if any
economical arrangement can be made by
which the item way be reduced, members
may rest assured the Government will
look after it and see what can be done.
In all the colonies there is a clerk in the
Governor's office, or at any rate in the
Governor's office in the Treasury build-
ing-s, because there is a lot of corre-
spondence between the Ministry and the
Governor which this clerk has to look
after. I mnay say that I have in view an
arrangemenC bj* which possibly some
saving may be made with reference to
this particular clerkship, although it is
not very easy to make. We must bear
in mind that the clerk in the Governor's
office at Government House is necessarily
put to many expenses that clerks in other
offices are not put to; and there is an
advantage in having a permanent clerk
at Government House over having a,
temporary clerk there, changing with
every Governor. That was the reason
why Governor Broome raised the salary
of the clerk, so that he might be satisfied
with the position and- remain there, in-
stead of having a fresh officer there with
every new Governor. I do not mean to
say that this is so essential now as it was
under the other form of Government;
and if seine more economical arrangement
can he niade by which a saving may be
effected, the hon. member may rest ass ur-
ed the Government will mnake it. With
reference to the question of allowances,

[ASSEMBLY.] Estimates.
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I may say that I looked up a few days
ago this very speech that the lhon. memn-
her hats referred to, and brought it under
the notice of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor; and His Excellency was good
enough to say that it was altogether
news to him, that he had never heard of
it before; and, uinder the circumstances,
aud seeing that His Excellency had only
just arrived in the colony having held
distinguished positions in other parts
of the world, the Government came to
the conclusion it would not be right to
deprive the Governor of the same allow-
anices as were allowed when he was here
before. Seeing that His Excellency
knew nothing albout any proposal to do
away with these allowances, and looking
at the services which His Excellency had
rendered the colony, andl thie great assist-
ance he had given in inaugurating Re-
sponsible Govermnmet-and speaking for
myself and I may smy the same of other
Mnisters, we have received most valuable
assistance from His Excellency in intro-
ducing this new form of Government,
assistawee which His Excellency's experi-
ence in other colonies proved most useful
-looking at all the circumstances, the
Government came to the conclusion that
they were only acting fairly towards the
Governor. Members must be aware that
there were a great many preliminary
arrangements to be made in connec-
tion with the inauguration of the pres-
ent form of Government-prelinunaries
which few if any of us here had anty ex-
perience of-and if we had not had an
experienced man at the head of affairs at
this juncture to pilot us, we should not

have got fon as smoothly as we did.
Spekig frmyself, I can only say that

without that assistance I should have
found myself in agreat dilemnma. Seeing
that, and bearing in mind that the Gov-
ernor was not aware of any proposal to
do away with these allowances, the Gov-
ernent were desirous they should do
nothing, at the very outset of His Excel-
lency's administration of our affairs, to
make him displeased with his return to
the colony. We thought that if we dis-
allowed the forage allowance we would
1)e doing all that members would ask us
to do at the present time. As for the
item " Upkeep of Government House and
Domain," all I can say is, if it was mn-
tended that the Governor should pay for

the upk-eep of these grounds himself-
apart from the question, of the present
Governor not having been aware of it-I
cannot hell) thinking it would be a yen'
unwvise agrreement. These gardens, after
all, are the property of the country; they
do not belong to the temporary occupant

Iof Government House; and it is to the

adanage, of the colony that they
shudbe properly kept up. If the

Governor of the day did not happen
to have a hobby for that sort of
thing, these gardens might be allowed
to go to ruin. I think that would be
a penny wise and lpoud foolish arrange-
ient. If we found the gardens being
neglected, we could not very well go to
the G overnor and say: "Look here, you
are letting those .gardens go to wreck
and ruin, and you must employ more
men in them." I hope, whatever other

these gardens will be kept up at public
expense, ad not at the expense of the
Governor of the day. They should be
looked after by the counrtry, and not

Ibe left to the whims and fancies of
any individual Governor, seeing that
they are public property. As to what
the hon. member said about the Gov-
ernor here being the only Governor in
these colonies who is allowed to import
things free of duty, I am not sure that
the hon. member is right as regards
all the colonies. I know this, that all
the Governors we have had here lately
have told me that they. have found the
greatest difficulty in living within their
means. I1 know that Governor Broome
said he brought money here from Manti-
tius, and that he spent it, and that even
then be found it necessary to get rid of
his aide-de-camp and other servants to
enable him to live within his meneis. I
am advised that the Governor at the
present time pays £2700 a year in wages
alone. It is impossible for aGovernor to
keep up a big establishment like Govern-
ment House, anId extend hospitalities to
the people of the country and to distin-
guished strangers visiting the country,
on a, small allowance; and if you starve
the Governor and starve Government
House, it really means starving ourselves.
I do not think we have been extravagant
at all or done anything that we ought
ne~t to have done in this matter, or any-
thing that we had not a right to do.
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His Excellency was not informed that
these allowances were to be struck off.
He knowv from his previous experience as
a Governor of the colony that these al-
lowances were made, and be was not in
the position of a stranger who did not
hnow that there were any allowances.
We know His Excellency might have had
the Governorships of moe important
places than this, such as Mauritius,
Ceylon, and Hong Kong, and that lie
had taken a great interest in this colony,
and done the colony good service; and I
hope) members will not do anything at

this stage to hurt His Excellency's feel-
ings, or to let him think that we do not
appreciate his services, or that we are not
all glad to see him hack amongst us
again. I should be very sorry indeed at
this stage of orcreer to begin to cut
down the Governor's establishment, by
reducing small allowvances like this. I
do not think it would look well. It can-
not do us any good. It might perhaps
create some soreness, and I think it
might have a prejudicial effect Upon the
colony, especially at this stage of its
career. With reference to this item of
" Fire and Gas," I think those who have
been to Government House k-now that it
is very ill lighted at present, with oil
lamps. These oil lamps we know have
been discarded in our private houses
in favor of gas, and the Government
thought that Government House should
not be an exception to other houses.
It is a good deal of expense this
gas lighting, in a large establishmnent
like Government House, and we thought
as His Excellency was willing to fore-
go forage allowance we might allow
him thisosmall sum for fire and gas. It
is now allowed for one room, and it
Seemed to us a paltry way of doing
things to allowv the Governor of the
colony light and fire for one room only.
It is the customn in the other colonies to
supply fire and gas for Government
House. We want to make the colony
attractive and comfortable for our Gov-
ernor, I take it; and that was the reason
we placed this item on the Estimates.

MR. PARKER: The whole of the bon.
gentleman's speech is simply a eulogy of
Governor Robinson. I was not alluding
to Governor Robinson; I was speaking
of the Governor in the abstract. I don't
care who he may be; our engagement

was to pay him £4,000 a year without
allowances; and because he happens to
be Governor Robinson-who is admired
very much, I believe, by the Colonial
Treasurer-he thinks it proper, not only
to put on the Estimates these allowances
amounting to £590 (except the forage),
which we were pledged would be struck
off, but also to add £150 miore than any
other Governor ever had. Whatever
may be said about Governor Robinson
not knowing that these allowances were
struck off when hie accepted the office,
and whatever he knew about the allow-
ances that were granted when he was
here before, hie must have known very
well that " fire and gas " were not among
those allowances. I am sure it was never
contemplated, when we agreed to raise
the salary to £4,000, that we were to
provide the Governor in future with fire
and gas. His Excellency might surely
have made some inquiries about these
allowances; and I do not see wily we
should virtually pay hinm £4,600 instead
of £4,000.

THE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest):
Governor Broome never told him a word
about it.

MR. PARKER: I do not suppose this
question of salary or allowances was
ever discussed between the two Gov-
ernors. But when a gentleman accepts
a- position at.a certain salary, and re-
members that formerly he held the same
position at a little more than one half
that salary, he might surely have made
somec inquiries as to these allowances. I
,agree with the Premier that it would be
better for us to keep up the grounds of
Government House, although it amounts
to £2500 a year, with a, caretaker; and I
am prepared to allow that to remain;
hut I do protest against this new item of
"fire and gas.' The hon.gentleman says
if we Starve the Governor it is starv-
ing ourselves. I should be very sorry,
so far as I am concerned, to trespass on
the hospitality of Government House if
the Governor can only afford to be hos-
pitable at the expense of the general
body of ratepayers.

THE TREASURER (lion1. J. Forrest:)
How is it to be otherwise?

MR. PARKER: I say I would sooner
stay away from Government House under
these circumstances. I understand from
the Premier that unless we vote these
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allowances we shall starve ourselves. If
so, then our proper course is to starve
ourselves. Although the lion, gentleman
may think very highly of the future of
the colony, there is no reason why we
should throw away our money recklessly.
W~e must reniember that if wre pay this
to Governor Robinson we shall have to
pay it to every future Governor. We
cannot draw back. We cannot say that
because Governor Robinson was a friend
of the Treasurer this allowance was
granted to him, and because some other
Governor may not happen to be a f riend
of the Colonial Treasurer lie is not to
have the same allowance. I think the
proper course is to start fair at the pres-
ent time. I only propose to strike out
this new item. I am sure no reasonable
person could object to that, not even the
Governor himself, bearing in mind that
We are giving him £590 (with the excep-
tion of forage) which we were told was
to be struck off the Estimates in future.
This makes £460 more than we agreed
to give any future Governor. In addi-
tion to this we have to p~rovide caretakers
at Fremantle and Rottnest as well as
at Perth.

THE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest): It
is the same everywhere else; it is done
in all the colonies.

MRs. PARKER: Th those colonies the
p~opulation is very much larger than here,
and the revenue is very much larger. I
think we pay our Governor more in pro-
portion than the other colonies do. In
New Zealand they only pay the Governor
about £4,500 a year; and in other places
where the revenue is I don't know how
many times larger than ours the Gov-
ernor does not get very imuch higher pay.
I believe Governor Broonme did say he
could not live here on £3,000 a year; bt
if he had been receiving £14,000 he could
have Lived on it. I believe he lost about
.- 2,000 during the six years he was here;
so that if lie had another £1,000 a year
he would have made money. I think
the amount we propose to give the Gov-
ernor is all the colony can afford, and if
the Governor upon that amount cannot
afford to entertain, without loss to him-
sell, then all I can say to him is, "Don't
entertain." We do not want to tax the
ratepayers of the country for the benefit
of the few who are entertained at Goy-
erment House. I propose to move to

strike out this item of " Fire and gas,
X160."1

MR. MARMION: I feel called upon
to say a few words upon this motion. I
take exception, to start with, With the
assertion the lion. member has made that
a pledge was given in the late Council
that the stum of £590 for allowances
would be deducted from the salary of
the Governor. I have Hansardias wvell
as the hon, member, and I believe I
can understand it as well as lie can.
I ]]ave before me, not what hie calls
a speech of the late Colonial Secretary,
but ain extract quoted by) that gentleman
front a despateb f rom the Governor to the
Secretary of State, in which His Excel-
loey says: " Te Governor's salary I"
-that is, the Governor-" have set down
at £4,000, hut, ais there would be a-re-
duction of JeoSO now provided on the
annual Estimates for various allowances
connected With the Governor's establish-
muent, the net increase upon the present
salary of £3,000 would only be £410."
I contend there is no pledge whatever in
that so far as this House is concerned.
This was simply Sir Frederick Broome's
ideatat thietime. How could it have been
kntown what the present Parliament would
do when tihis question of allowances caine
before itP But I take a still more
serious objection to another part of the
lion. niember's remarks, and I1 will tell
him they, were ungenerous in the extreme.
Under a veil of sarcasm the hen. member
struck a blow at my hon. colleague the
leader of the Government, by insinuating
that because he happens to be a friend
of the Governor of the colony he has
placed these allowances on the Esti-
mates; and he would lead members to
suppose that it was solely his work in
doing so. The hon. member is perfectly
Well aware that these Estimates camne
before the Ministry coilectively, and that
it must have been with the full consent
and cognizance of his colleagues that the
Treasurer allowed these items to appear
on the Estimates. Therefore, kntowing
this as he must have done, I consider it
was altogether improper and ungenerous
in the extreme on the part of the hon.
member to insinuate that it was done by
the Premier simply because be happens
to be a friend of the Governor. In fact,
scme lion, members might be inclined to

Iimagine that there was something more
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th an appeared on the surface. [Mr.
SCOTT: No, no.] It was open to the in-
ference that if the Governor of the colony
bad not been a, friend of the Premier
these allowances would have 1)een Struck
out altogether. I would point this out
to the hon. member: he leaves himself
open to this observation, that he himnself
is opposing these items and taking up
this hostile attitude because hie may not
be a friend of the Governor. I do not
say so, lbut it is open to that retort.
When we bear in mind the services ren-
dered to this colony by the distinguished
gentleman who is now its Governor, I
do not think it was a great deal for the
people of the colony to allow him this

p altry sum of £150 for fire and gas for
Government House; and I Will tell

the lion. member this: 11 do not think
the people of the colony will thank him
for his action. It was not much to place
at the disposal of a gentleman who has
to dispense hospitality I may, say to
every man, woman, and child in the
colony when occasion calls for it. I am
surprised at the smallness of mind that
could have prompted such a paltry at-
tempt to create a diversion in his own
favor at the expense of the leader of the
Government, and of Ministers. I can
tcll the bon. member that Ministers care
but little for it themselves, and I do not

th nkh will n.in inijeb hv it. I can
assure him of this: no attempt to cast
any slur upon those on these benches,
under a veil of saircasm, will be allowed
to pass Unnoticed. I tell him that.

AIR. PARKER: It is quite amusing
to see how excited the hon. gentleman
gets when he finds the Government at-
tacked in any way. If the hon. gentle.
man wishes to occupy that seat for any
length of time I should advise him to
try and keep) his temper, and not to get
so excited, otherwise he will Certainly
lose flesh. Surely we can discuss this
matter calmly.

The COMMISSIONR OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marinion): You charged
him With being a friend of the Governor,
and-

MRs. PARKER: I know he is a friend,
of the Governor, and I believe if he
hadn't been a friend of the Governor this
item would not have been on. I suppose
we all try to do what we can for our
friends. As to there having been no

pledge, we find the Governor of the
colony, in the most solemn manner, writ-
lug to the Secretary of State, and saying
that in the Constitution 13111 hie had set
down the Governor's salary at £4,000,
but that as there -would be a reduction of
£690 then allowed on the Estimates for
certain allowances connected with the
Governor's establishment, the actual in-
crease would only be X410. The Colonial
Secretary when the question of the Gov-
ernor's salary was before the House
quoted these words, and even went
further. "I think it is right " (he said)
' that I should draw the attention of the
committee to the fact that the actual
increase is only about £410 in excess of
the present salary of the Governor." If
that was not a clear pledge I really do
not know what is.

MR. SCOTT: I cannot hielp-having
lbeen a member of the old Council when
this question was discussed, and having
taken some interest in it-I cannot hielp
saying that I must agree With the hon.
member for York: I think it was very
distinctly understood by the rep~resenlta-
fives of the people in this House that if
the Governor's salary was to be increased
to £4,000 all these allowances were to be
struck out, and it was upon that con-
sideration, that the increase in the salary
was agreed to at the time.

THE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest):
That does not prevent your voting them
now-

MR. SCOTT: I know. But if at the
very first session we have met we find
these increases proposed, I think, as re-
presentatives of the people, we have a
right to protest. I have noticed with
regret, and I say it with all feelings of
respect, that there is an unnecessary
amount of warmth shown on the Treasury
bench whenever any opposition is shown
to any of their proposals. They seem to
think that they are above opposition.
Surely they must know that they must
expect opposition to some part of their
programme; and if the hon. member for
York every time he gets up is to be sub-
jected to that sort of lash, I think he will
show a great deal of pluck if he gets up
at all. As regards this £160 I do not
kinow that it is worth making any fur-
ther bother about it, but I must say
that the vote is much larger than I
expected.
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MR. KEANE: I think the 1hon. momM-
her for York in making the remarks hie
dlid was quite justified, for it was unader-
stood that the Governor's salary w"as to
be £4,000 without allowances. All the
lion. memiber objects to now is this new
item of " fire and gas." I cannot look at
this as an allowance to the Governor, but
rather for improving- the lighting of Gov-
ernment House.

Mr. PARKER: Pardon rue; it is an
annual allowance for fire and gas.

MR. KEANE: Then I misunderstood
the Premier. After aill, it is not very
much to cavil at. We all lprefer gas to
kerosene in our houses, and I should be
inclined to let the vote pass, myself.

MR. RICHARDSON: I endorse what
has fallen from the lion. member for
Perth in deprccating the tone of the
debate, and the feeling of warmth shown
on the Ministerial bench. I do Hot see
why, if a niemlber feels it his duty to
attack the Government, lie is to he brow-
beaten by the Commissioner of Crown
Lands. We are hiere, I supp~ose, to exer-
cise a certain amount of control over the
purse strings of the colony and to pro-
tect the revenue, and, wheneiver we think
the public funds are extravagantly alp-
plied it is our duty to protest against it,
whether it is at Government House or
in any other department. I have a
thorough recollection that it was dis-
tinctly understood that this.£4,000 a year
was to cover allowances. The Coni-
missioner of Crown Lands says there was
no pledge. Of couirse the House under
the old Constitution could not pledge the
House tnder the newv Constitution ; but
it cann ot be denied that thatwas the con-
dition under which the late House agreed
to increase the Governor's salary-that
certain allowances would be discontinued.
Now we find them re-introduced. I am not
going toinake any strong opposition to this
£150, though, when wye consider the other
allowances, I do not think it is asking
too much to ask the Governor of the
colony to pay for his fire and gas. I
hope that if on the voices there is appar-
ently a majority against this item, the
Government will not press it to a division.

THE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest):
Mr. Randell,-I hope I should be the last
one in this House to attribute an un-
worthy motive to any, lion. member; and
I hope I do not get unduly warm or

excited. If (as the lion,. member for
De Grey says) the lion. member for York
was only acting in this matter in thc
intei-ests of the tax-payvers, I do not see

*why lie should have referred to mec so
often as a "friend of the Governor," and

*say that if I had not been a friend of the
Goivernor this item would never have
appeared on the Estimates. [Mr. SCOTT:
No, no.] I took down his words,-'
lbelieve that if he had not been a friend
of the Governor it would not have been
on the Estimnatcs.'' That is an insinua-
tion that I placed it here simply out of
friendship for- the Governor. I "vill be
perfectly plain with lion. miembers in this
mnatter, and tell them how it happened.
I told the Governor of the resolution of
the House; lie explained to mne that he
had not been aware of it; I wrote to hirn
asking him what lie required on the
Estimates, and lie wr-ote Iback saying that
tinder the circumstances hie would forego
-although he had not been aware that
it was to I)C discontinued-that he would
forego forage allowance, but lie thought
that in lieu of it he mnighitlhave this allow-
ance for fire and gas. These Estimates
aus they appear here were submitted to
me by His Excellency, and I accepted
them, and I do not think I ever spoke
to His Excellency afterwards about the
matter. It appeared to me a delicate
subject. My colleagues have gone througlg
these Estimates, and we dlid not desire
to make the Governor dissatisfied with
his life in the colony. As to being on
friendly terms with the Governor, I amn
pleased to say we are all on very friendly
terms with him. Even if I hadn't, I
hope I would not have refused to have
placed this item on the Estimates. I
hope I shall always treat the Governor
of the colony with the respect that is duHe
to him, whoever hie may be. I tan
promnise members this, that so far as I aIR
concerned I shall always try to meet the
Governor's wishes as regards his establish-
ment, so long as they are reasonable. I
do not feel incined to hiaggle orer at few,
pounds with the Governor of the colony.
The lion. Member has referred to the
salary paid to the Governor in New Zea-

i land. We kniow that New Zealand has
been very fortunate to secure the ser-
vices of a nolblemian who can afford to
spend his own money, instead of depend-
ing upon his salary as Governor. Our
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Governor we know is not so fortunateV
situated; and I believe myself that bad
it not been for these allowauces His Ex-
cellency would not he able to keep up
such an establishment as Government
House, with the many calls hie has upon
his hospitality. Certainly lie cannot
hope to save any money. When I said
"starving." I did not meia it in an

offensive way, but that if we cut down the
establishmnent of the Governor of the
colony it lessens his opportuitiies for
dispensing his hospitality to the people
of the colony, and to visitors to the
colony. Surely we should not expect the
Governor to go beyond his means in
keeping up the credit of the colony for
its hospitality. These hospitalities at
Government House, in my opinion, are
calculated to do at great deal of good all
round.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Mannion) : I rise
to take exception to a remark that fell
from the hon. member for the DeG-rey
who charged the occupants of these
benches with trying to browbeat mem-
bers who opposed them. I should like
him to understand, if hie referred to
me-

MR. RICH,&RDSON: I said the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): Then
I disclaim any intention whatever of
browbeating any member of this House;
but I wish to say this much: if any hon.
member possessed of a cooler tempera-
nient, perhaps, than I possess thinks lie
can under a veil of sarcasm convey an
offensive insinuation towards myself or
any member of this bench unnoticed, lie
will find himself mnistaken. Nothing
will prevent me from rising in my place
and expressing my ideas with reference
to such remarks.

MRt. CLARKSON: I think it is very
much to be regretted the tone of this de-
bate over such a paltry sumi as £160.
At the same time I mulst say that the
hion. member was quite right in drawing
the attention of the House to it. Surely
the Government do not expect the meiin-
bers of this House to accept everything
they put before us. If there was a dis-
tinct understanding that there was to be
no allowances, the hon. member cannot
be blamed for calling attention to it.

MRt. SYMON: I do not think this is a
question of friendship at all; it is more
a question of principle. From what I
have gathered during the debate I un-
derstand that a certain amount was
decided upon for Government House
when this question was before the late
Council, and, if so, I do not see why that
decision should not be adhered to. I
shall go with the lion, member for York
in striking this itemi out.

AIR. PARKER: It has been said that
this is only at small amiounit; but the
whole of theso Estimates are made up of
small items. Members must be aware it
is not a pleasant thing to take exception
to any portion of the Estimates, and cer-
tainly not to the Governor's establish-
ment; and I think if the Premier had
exercised a wise discretion we should
not have had any of this discussion. He
says the Governor was willing to forego
his forage allowance of £136 if he re-
ceivedi this allowance of £150 for fire
and gas; and hie says he has done noth-
ing else but put it on the Estimates, as
requested by the Governor. Surely hie
might have reminded the Governor of
the long discussion we had in the Legis-
lative Council on the subject, and that
it had been sent back three times, and
that it would bie very improper under
the circumstances for this House to pass
this new itm.Ithnifhhaadpe
that course and represented it in that
light to the Governor. His Excellency
would at once have said, "Then do not
put it on the Estiinatcs."

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) : The bon. member says if
the Governor had been reminded of the
long discussion we had this would g~ot
have happened. I am not aware that
any great discussion took, place when
this particular question of thia Governor's
salary and allowances was under con-
sideration; it was simply explained by
the then Colonial Secretary that Sir
Frederick Broome, in a despatchlihe
niote, suggested that £4,000 should
cover certain allowances. The House
took it for what it was worth. Nobody
said it should be so, or that it should
not be so. Now is the time for this
House to say whether it shall be so or
not. It is simply a question for the
House to sy whether it is a proper
thing- or not. If they, think it is not,
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the proper course is to strike it out, and
there's an end of it. It has been said
that a good deal of warmth has been
introduced into this discussion. I know
there has been a great deal of talk. I
notice the item commnences with "fire"
and ends with " gas.'

Question 1 )ut-That the item "Fire
and Gas, £21.50," be struck out.

Upon a division the numbers were-
A yes..
Noes..

Major
Arzs.

Mr. Clarkson
Mr. Cookworthy
Mr. Darlot
Mr. Hftrper
Mr. Hanson
Mr. trito.
Mr. Pillips
Mr. Please
Mr. Richardson
Mr. H. V. Sluoli
Sir J. G. Lee Steere
Mr. Sy...n
Mr. TI~rosseUl
DIr. Traylen
Mr. Parker (Tellr.)

The item "Fire an
inent House, £2150,'
struck out.

The vote, as redue(n
passed.

.. .. 165
8

ity for 7
NOES.

Mir. Burnt
Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Hanna
Mr. M-unnion
Mr. Peterson
Me. Qoinlan
Mr. Vera
Mr. Forrest (Telle.)

d Gas for Govern-
,was accordingly

,was then putland

legislative Council, £21,150:
Agreed to.
Legislative Assembly, £1,926:
Mu. PATERSON, referring, to the item

"Clerk, £200," said there was a rumior-
lie dlid not know what truth there was in
it-that pressure had ibeen lbroughit upon
Mr. Gale to induce him to give upl his
position in the Registry office-a position
which he had filled with credit to himself
and to the colony-and to accept the
position of Clerk of the Assembly, appar-
ently at a lower salarx.,v as the salary
attached to the former office was £260,
while as Clerk of the Assemubly he was
only to receive £200. Hle noticed that
the Clerk of the Leg~islative Council was
to receive the same salary; surely the
work in the Assembly must be quite
double what the work was in the Council.

TntE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said that the Constitution Act provided
that the salaries of the officers of the
Legislative Council were to be equal to
the salaries of the officers of the Assembly.
As for any pressure having been brought
upon Mr. Gale to induce him to apply

for the office of Clerk of the Assemblyv,
no pressure whatever that lie was aware
had hieu brought to bear upon him. The
Speaker reconunended him for the posi,
tion, and the Government approved of
the recommendation). It was also pro-
posed to give him the Librarianship,
which would make his salary equal to
what it was in the Registry olfice.

THE SPE AKER said that so far as hie
was aware there was not the slightest
foundation for the runor referred to.
Whenic the time came to make the ap-
pointnient of Clerks to the Assembly, the
Treasurer was good enlough to consult
him ais to wvhat officers he would like to
recommuend to fill these appointments, as
was usua-lly done; and the present Clerk
having acted as Assistant Clerk last Year,
he thought lie would be better up to the
work than any other person, and hie
chose hin if he would accept the posi-
tion, telling him that, althoughi the
salary was less than what lie was re-
ceiving by £.50, he (the Speaker) would
recommend him to be appoinited Libra-
rian, and he very willingly accepted the
p~osition.

MR. PARKER asked the Premier,
whether he thought the arrangements
that at present existed with regard to the
Hansard reporting were satisfactory to
all parties concerned. He found that
£1300 was set down for reporting the
debates in that House, and he believed
that was to he given to the genltlemlan
who had occupied the position of Han-
sard Reporter for many years past in the
old Legislative Council. He remembered
they used to think it was very heavy
labor for one man to do the work in the
late Council, dlay after day, and night
after nighit;-and, bearing in mind the
increase in the number of members now,
and the remarkable debating power at
present to he found in that House, he
could not but think that it was alto-
gether too nmuchi to expect one man to
report their debates, and do it properly.
It was really imposing altogether too
much on one manl to expect him to do it,
and lie hoped the Government would
suggest that sonic assistance should be
given to Mr. Jones-not only, with the
view of having their debates fully and
Creditably reported, as hie must say they
had been hitherto - but also on the
ground that it was positive cruelty to
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that gentlemana to expect him to do the
increased work without some assistance.

TEE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said the question of the reporting had
been under the consideration of the
Goveruent. He quite agreed with all
that had been said by the lion. mem-
her, that it would not be possible for
one reporter to do the work in that
House. He thought, at the beginning
of the session- thati as this was ex-
pected to be a short session-one re-
porter might, perhaps, be able to do the
work for this session; but he could see
now that one would not be able to do it
without assistance. The reason why
other arrangements had not been made
was that the Government had been con-
sidering the whole question of reporting
in that Hiouse, not only for Hansurd, but
also for the daily press. He believed
that, if they wanted their debates re-
ported as they ought to be in the daily
press, some other arrangements would
have to be made to ensure more satis-
factory reports than they had at present.
Although their debates were well reported
in Haneard; very few people saw these
reports; and what they wanted was that
the people of the country should have an
opportunity of seeing what their repre-
sentatives said, at the time they said it,
and not some months afterwards. That
was what hie was inclined to do, but there
was some little difficulty about it, though
he believed the difficulty might possibly
be overcome. In South Australia the
whole of the reporting was let by tender
to the newspapers; it was alternately
held by the Register and the Advertiser.
That of couse entailed great expense,
and he believed the newspapers did not
make much profit out of it. He did not
think it would be possible in this colony
to have such an arrangement carried out
here, so as to have the HUansard reports
published daily in the newspapers. In
the first place it would cost a great deal
of money, and, in the next place, there
was not the staff here to undertake and
carry out the work. But he thought
something might be done whereby the
speeches of members should be reported
more fully and more satisfactorily for the
newspapers. He thought that was of
very great importance indeed,-almost
as great as having them rep)orted in
Hansard, for, as he had said, very few

people looked at the Hansard volumes,
unless it was to trip up an opponent, and
lie thought it would be a very good thing
for some members in that House if there
was no Hawsard. He was very glad the
hion. member for York had called atten-
tion to this matter, and hie would see
what could be done, in the interest of
members and also in the interest of the
people represented by them.

MR. PARKER said that personally hie
did not value Hansard very much; lie
did not think their utterances were so
valuable as to deserve being embalmed
in Hansard. But if they expected the
Reporter to do his work properly, they
ought not to bie cruel to him and impose
upon him, lbut provide him with the
necessary assistance.

THE TREASURER (Hon. . Forrest):
I will see what can be done in the mat-
ter.

The vote was then put and passed.
Colon iaiSeeretary'sflepatient, £1,550:
Agreed to.
Audit, £21,495:
MR. A. FORREST, rdferring to the

item "Auditor General, £500," said there
was an increase of £50 here; was it the
intention of the Government to keep
the present officer in office, or was this
increase intended for some other officer
not in the department?

TuE TREASURER (Honi. 3. Fuuiiest)
said the matter was tinder the eon-
sideration of the Governient. They felt
they could not put down less than £500
for the Auditor General under the lpres-
ent Constitution, whoever filled the
office, considering that they were going
to give the Under Secretaries £500.

The vote was then passed.
Medical, X13,745:
MRt. A. FORREST asked if the Gov-

ernment intended to take into considera-
tion the reorgansation of the Medical
Department? He thought the time had
now arrived when something should be
done in the matter. During the last few
years the annual votdi had been going up
,at the rate of about £2,000 a year. He
thought that the grants to medical officers
in the larger towns at any rate-such as
Perth, Fremantle, Albany, Bunbury, and

IGenaldton-should be discontinued; and
that the people themselves should pay for
their medical attendance. It was all very
well in small country places, where there
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were not many people to support a medical
luau; buat he certaily thought the time
hadl a n-ire] when this grant should cease,
so far as towns were concerned. He
hoped that during the recess the Govern-
ment would take this department into
consideration, with the view of reorgan-
ising it altogether, and more especially
the Colonial Hospital at Perth, which
ought to be placed under the manage-
ment of a board of honorary doctors,
like institutions of that kind were in
other places.

MR. RICHARDSON said there cer-
tainly was a consensus of 0o)inionl outside
that the Colonial Hospital wvanted re-
organising. As to the votes for medical
officers in our larger towns, at Perth
and Fremantle, the amounts paid cer-
tainly did appear large. At Perth they
bad a. Colonial Surgeon at £475 a year
and forage allowance, and also a Resident
Medical Officer at £200, who, he supp)os-
ed, was the man who had to do the work.
Then at Fremantle they had another
Colonial Surgeon at £400 a year, and
also a Health Officer; and in every town
they had a Medical Officer drawing pay
from the Government. He thought with
the hon. member for West Kimberley
that the time had arrived when these
grants should he taken into consider-
ation. He did not mean to say that in
country districts, where the population
was small and scattered, there was no
necessity for this subsidy to medical men
to induce them to settle there ; but in
the large towns, where there was plenty
of private practice, he saw no reason for
continuing this subsidy. He thought
they were paying too much altogether
for this business, and he thought thle
Government should consider whether the
whole department should not be recon-
structed on a different lprinciple alto-
gether.

MR. THROSSEJT said that from in-
formation he had received in Perth, hie
inferred that a radical reform was much
required in the management of the
Colonial Hospital. Even those able and
willing to pay for good attendance, food,
and accommodation, were unable to obtain
it; and the rumors as to inattention to
the wants of patients were numerous,
and, he feared, well founded.

MR. CLARKSON said that £14,000
did seem an enornnous sum to pay an-

nually for their hospitals and medical
assistance, especially when the chief part
of it was for Perth and Fremantle, where
there were any number of medical prac-
titioners, and a good practice for all of
them, while, on the other hland, the
country districts were very badly served
in this way. As to the Colonial Hos-
pital, he would call the attention of the
Government to a letter which had ap-
peared in one of the newspapers the
other day, complaining of the very bad
treatment which the writer said hie had
received in that institution. He thought
this vote should bie carefully scrutinised,
with the view of mating somec radical
alteration.

MR. QDTCLAN said lie noticed that
while the Colonial Surgeon, who also had
a private practice, received £475 and
forage allowance, the Resident Medical
Officer (the mn who really did the
work), and who had no private practice,
only receieved £200, which hie thought
was considerably too low for any medical
man holding that position. He agreed
with the hon. member for Kimberley
that this department required to be re-
organiised, and that there should be more
honorary surgeons attached to the Colonial
Hospital. He believed that such a thing
as a medical officer being paid £475 out
of public funds, when he also had a large
private practice, was unheard of in other
places, especially when we also had to
pay a Resident Medical Officer.

THE TREASURER (Ron. J. Forrest)
said it would be noticed that most of the
increases in connection with this vote
were under the head of the Lunatic Asy-
lumn. Although probably somec alteration
might be made by and bye, with regard
to the reorganisation of the Colonial Hos-
pital, the present Government, as Inem-
bers must be aware, had really had no
time to consider the question yet. No
doubt, as the colony progressed, and
population increased in the ratio they all
expected it would, this institution would
be placed more on the same footing as
similar institutions were in other coun-.
tries. As to the grant in aid to medical
officers, this was a very large colony with
a widely scattered and sparse population,
and be did not know that the time had
yet arrived for discontinuing these grants.
Only that morning he had received a.
deputation asking for the appoitment
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of a medical officer for Yilgarn, and a
similar application. bad been wade from
other districts.

The vote was then put and passed.
Harbor and Light, £7,702:
Agreed to.
Police, £838,843 15S.:
Agreed to.
Gaols, £213,600:
MR. RICHARDSON, referring to the

item " Transport of prisoners," asked if
any alteration or reformation had been
mnade in regard to the system of dealing
with natives when being transported in
custody of the police ? He referred more
particularly to the Northern districts.

TnE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said no alteration had been made yet by
the present Government, but they hoped
to introduce a system of dealing with
these Northern natives under which they
wouild not have to travel as they had
been doing, all the way from the North,
but be dealt wvith by the local justices,
aind employed in the district. He
thought it would be better even if
they had to give them lighter sentences,
rather than they should be brought
down all that wvay. The matter would
receive the consideration of the Govern-
ment.

Item put and passed.
Roitnest Native Pr-ison, £8e,200:
MRn. SCOTT aid it had always struck

him that this was a most expensive es-
talblishment, and he should like to see
the new Government making some sub-
stantial charge in it. The salt-works,
for instance, seemed to cost the colony a
great deal; there was a Superintendent
at £1.,60 a year, and there was another
item of £200 for these works, which he
believed were carried on at a cousiderable
loss to the colony. Was there any neces-
sity for continuing these works? Could
not the natives be more profitably em-
ployed?9

MR. CLARKSQN said lie should like
to see the first item, " Superintendent,
£326," struck out. He knew for a fact
that the present Superintendent knew
nothing about natives. He should think
that the Principal Warder, if he was a
thoroughly practical man, would be quite
able to look after an establishment like
this. It was a very expensive establish-
mnent, and instead of reforming the
natives it made criminals of them. A

native was a ten times better man, when
he went in than when he came out.

MR. A. FORREST thought it would
be a good thing if the £5,000 annually
voted to the Aborigines Board, under the
Constitution Act, were to be applied to
taking over this establishment, and let
the Board work it.

THE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said the subject had not escaped him, but
there were some difficulties in the way;
at any rate it could not be done hurried-
ly, but hie would not lose sight of it. He
did not think it would look very well if
they were to propose this as one of the
first things done under the new form of
Government, but possibly some arrange-
ment might be come to with the Board
in the direction indicated. As to the
Salt-works not being reproductive, he
noticed from the Superintendent's report
that there was a revenue of £600 from
the sale of salt and other produce; so hie
did not think these works were worked
at a loss.

MR. RICHARDSON said that £600
represented an expenditure of £8,200.
Surely these natives might be more prof-
itably employed, even on the island;
they might be taught some trade which
would be of use to them after they came
out.

Sin 3. G. LEE STEERE hoped the
day was not far distant when this estab-
lishment would be done away with alto-
gether as a native prison. He always
had looked upon it as one of the most ex-
pensive establishments the Government
had to keep, and lie did not think it
acted as a reformatory at all for these
natives. From all he could hear, the
natives who returned from this prison to
the North were far worse than when
they were sent down, and most of the
depredations coimnitted in the Northern
districts were committed by natives who
had teen at Rottnest. He thought some
arrangement might be made with the
Aborigines Board-a friendly kind of
arrangement, for the Government it must
be remembered had no control over this
£56,000-under which the Board might
take over this establishment, which wvould
relieve the revenue very considerably.

ME. THROSSEIL said he had not
had the pleasure of visiting Rottnest,
but hie certainly could not understand
why the value of produce from the island
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establishment should be so out of pro-
portion with the cost of its upkeep. He
understood the salt works plant was com-
plete, and well adapted for turning out
large quantities of salt. The salt was a
favorite in the market, and went into
general consumption; yet during the
lpast year there had positively been a
salt famine, no Rottuest salt being avail-
able. Rottnest salt was worth £3 1l5s.
per ton, wholesale; and why, with the
appliances at hand, an unlimited sup-
ply for local requirements could not be
turned out he could not understand.
The prosecution of the salt industry,
properly carried out, should, in his esti-
mation, go far to make the Rottuest
establishment self-supporting.

MR. H. W. SHOLL thought it would
be much better if native prisoners at the
North were employed on some useful
works in that district, instead of being
sent down to Rottnest, which so far from
improving theml made them ten times
worse. If they were employed in their
own district their services might be made
remunerative, instead of, as at present,
beingr a burden on the revenue of the
colony.

The vote was then agreed to.
Printing Departmenit, X4,887:
Agreed to, without comment.
Inspection of Stock, £600:
MR. A. FORREST asked whether the

Government thought the sum on the
Estimates would be suifficient. It was
known to members that scab had recently
broken out in one or two places at the
North, and it behoeved the Government
to spare no effort or expense to try and
get rid of it, and to put it down with a
high hand.

THE TREASURER (Hlon. J. Forrest)
said the Government were now consider-
ing what steps should be taken to deal
with the evil referred to, and an amend-
ment of the Act was in contemplation.
He admitted that the sum on the Esti-
mates seemed small, but the Chief In-
spector was now in the Victoria district,
and if the Government found that this
sum was insufficient to do all that was
necessary they would not hesitate to
spend what was necessary in trying to
eradicate the disease.

MR. CTLARKSON said he considered
the Chief Inspector a. very much under-
paid individual. He had very onerous

duties to perform, more so than the
heads of many departments in this
colony; and if he could confinle scab to
the locality of the present outbreak he
would be a benefactor to the colony. He
noticed that the Chief Inspector got
actually less than thle Superintendent of
natives at Rottniest, and surely there was
no comparison between the relative im-
portance of the work to be performed by
these two officers.

The vote was then put and passed.
Iidnoatwozal, £13,400:
Sin J. G. LEE STEERE asked why

the salaries of teachers dlid not appear
on these Estimates as they had hitherto?
In previous Estimates the salaries were
given in detail, and hie thought the
same practice should he continued, so
that these salaries might come under
the review of the Legislature every year.

THE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
believed that the Board of Education
considered they had complete control
over the expenditure of this vote, under
the Act, and that they would not lie
interfered with by anyone. This was
how they had submitted the Estimates
to him. Whether it wals desirable that
the Board should have this power or not,
he did not know; but they claimed it,
and in the past they had not been inter-
fered with. They were not a paid Board
but an honorary Board, and be thought
they deserved the thanks of the country
for their disinterested labors. They had
been doing this work for a great many
years without any remnuner-ation, or even
thanks.

MRs. A. FORREST thought if the
present Act empowered the Board to
spend this money as they liked, without
any control by the Legislature, the sooner
the better the Act was altered. What
was the use of the House voting all this
money if it was to have no control over
its expenditure. The least the Board
could do was to frame their estimates so
as to let the Rouse see how the money
was spent.

SiR J. G. LEE STEERE said lie
agreed with the Premier that the thanks
of the public were due to this Board,
which certainly had done its work excel-
lently, and no Board was more deserving
of their thanks. At the same time he
did not think that House should be
deprived of the opportunity of review-
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kng these sa laries annually,, as it had
until this year. He thought it was well
worthy the attention of the Govern-
ment. whether the present Act should not
be amended in some particulars. The
Board at present had sole control over
dile appointment of teachers; hie thought
this was a, power that should be vested in
the Executive. The Board should have
power to recommend, lbut he thought the
final appointment should rest wvith the
Executive.

Mu. PIESSE said though the vote for
this year was £2,000 in excess of last
year hie thought this was attributable in
some measure to the increase in the
number of schools. He did not think
that money spent in this direction ought
to be objected to. To his own personal
knowledge five or six new schools had
been established within the district he
represented, and he knew those schools
were urgently necessary. The vote might
appear large, but it was very necessary
expenditure, and productive of very good
results. He hoped it would not be cut
donri.

MR. HA SSELL was understood to say
that he was in a position to endorse what
had fallen from the lion, member for the
Williams as to the increased number of
schools established in that district. He
trusted there would be some more schools
e..49n1liFlill in his own distrirct espec-JAly
at Broomne Hill.

MR. SCOTT, referring to the itemi
University Exhibitions, £C200," said he

did not think these Exhibitions were
serving the purpose which the Legislature
had in view when establishing them. He
did not think they benefited the class of
people which it was intended to benefit;
an~d, if it was intended to continue this
vote he should be inclined to oppose it,
from what lie had been told.

Tunu PREMIER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said that, so far as he knew, these Ex-
hibitions continued in force for a term of
years, and, when one expired, another
was thrown open. Hle did not know
whether the Exhibitions had answered
the object which the Legislature bad in
view 'when establishing them, but he
believed they were only granted upon the
candidate succeeding in passing the re-
quired examination. If the House de-
sired to discontinue them, or to insist
upon any fresh conditions, it would he

necessary that notice be given to the
High School authorities.

MR, SCOTT said he believed the vote
was originally intended for the benefit of
youngsters whose parents were not pos-
sessed of sufficient means to send their
boys, however brilliant they might be, to
a, University; and it was considered that
these Exhibitions would be a stimulus to
boys of slender means to continue their
education, and qualify for admission to
some recognised University. He did not
think that the class of boys who had
benefited by these Exhibitions hitherto
was the class -which the Legislature
intended should benefit by them.

MR. RICHARDSON did not think
that was an argumient for doing away
with the vote, but rather for seeing that
the vote was properly applied.

SIR J. G. LEE STEERE said the Ex-
hibitions were obtained as the result of a.
competitive examination, and they went
purely by merit; but, as one of the
governors of the High School, he mnight
state that they were not altogether satis-
fled with the examinations. in the past,
and they had now made them very much
more strict and severe.

Item put and passed.
Regisiry, £2,000;i Charitable institu-

tions, £8,756; Government Garden, £460:
Agreed to without comment.
UnLrndtnoro .40 10s. -l.

Mn. A. FORREST, referring to the
item " Commandant, £500," said if he
thought he would get any support hie
would wove that this item be reduced by
£400. For mnany years we paid this
large amount to an officer who had heen
sent here from Home, and who was
neither useful nor ornamental, and who
at last got so disgusted -with the mnem-
bers of that House that he packed up his
traps and left the colony. They did not
want a, repetition of that. The gentle-
man who was now acting as Commandant
on £100 a year was quite capable of look-
ing after the few persons who played at
soldiers in this colony. The Government
had no right to place this large sum onl the
Estimates for another Commandant, and,
so. far as he was personally concerned,
he was opposed to this Volunteer grant
altogether. Hle would move, to test the
feeling of the House in the matter, that
the item " Commandant, £500," be re-
duced by £400.

[ASSEMBLY) Estimates.
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Mn. DEHA EL would be sorry indeed
if the House adopted the suggestion to
reduce this vote by £400. If reduced
at all, it ought to be reduced alto-
gether; we either required a Comnian-
daut to perform, the duties appertain-
ing to the ])ost, or wve did not require
such anl officer. At present we had as
Comimandant a gentleman who might be
a very good officer of police, but as a
Commandant lie had no hesitation in

Saying he was not acquainted with his
dulties. He dlid not make this assertion
rashly. No man could properly act as a
Commandant in this colony wvho could
not take command of a brijgade parade,
for which no amount of experience in
the police service would furnish thle
necessary qualification. This officer did
not even seem to appreciate the honors
due to distinguished military officers
who visited the colony. Some time ago
when thle Conmadants of the other
Australian colonies visited Albany to
consider the question of the defence of
that place, one would naturally have ex-
pected that a guard of honor would
have been provided to receive those dis-
tinguIished officers on their arrival. But
no instructions were received by him
(Mr. Do Hamel), as captain of the local
Volunteers, to provide a, guard of honor,
though he had made thle necessary ar-
rangemnents for doing so. The Com-
mandant himself being on the spot, the
responsibility was taken off his shoulders;
and the result was that the visitors
landed at seveni o'clock in the morning,
and, instead of a guard of honor being
at the end of the pier to receive them,
the Commandant and the committee who
were to have been there were enveloped
in Sleep, and the distinguishecd visitors
had to walk tip and down the pier until
at last they had to pack up their hand
baggage and take it to the hotel. It
was at disgrace to the colony the way
those gentlemen were received there.
There was no guard of honor at Perth
or Fremantle either to receive the visitors.
This showed that the present Commian-
dant did not know sufficient of military
duties. They were going to have de-
fences at Albany, and it was absolutely
necessary to keep up the Volunteer force
and have it reorganised. This could
only be done under the supervision of
a calpable officer.

* MR. RICHrARDSON said he did not
feel inclined to congratulate the Govern-
ment on this vote. The Volunteers had
always been a very expensive toy indeed,
and taking into consideration the numer-
ous calls that were coming from all parts
of the colony for really needful improve-
ments, lie did not think the money could
lbe spared by a Struggling colony like
this for patying for superfluous luxuries.

TnE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
*said he hoped the lion. member for Min-
berley would not press his motion. They
had had the Volunteers in the colony
for mnany years, and hie believed they
liad done a great deal of good to the
community. Unless they had the force
properly comamanded it was very little
use at all. If they were going to have
defences at Albany and Fremiantle, how
were they to keep them in order unless
they had some one to take charge? If
there were any, necessity hon. members
would be very ghl to See a hundred or
two Volunteers turn out to defend their
property and their homes. [AN HON.
MEMBER: They would be missing then.]
It was an insult to say that the young
men who were members of this Volun-
teer force were not as honorable, and as
brave, and as patriotic as any member in
that House. The conclusion he came
to was that if they wished to make the
Volunteers more useful they must have
a suitable man at their hlead.

MR, SCOTT said that the hon. and
gallant member for Albany seemed to
think that the present Coninandant did
not take any interest in the Volunteer
movement, and did not know his duties.
He would remind the hon. member that
that gentleman had not only been con-
nected with the police force, but that he
prohably knew more than the bon. mom-
ber himself about the Volunteer move-
ment. HEt thoughlt the present Coin-
miandant would compare favorably with
any of the imiportations that had been
made in the past, and he thought that if
the present Conmnandant would carry on
his duties for £100 a year they should
be satisfied. He did not think the duties
were so arduous that there was a need to
import another mail, especially of the
same sort they had had before, and pay
him £500.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) said
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that one of the questions quite likely to
be considered at the approaching Federal
Convention would be that of national
defence, and now that we were so desir-
ous of lpridlng ourselves on having been
admitted to th family circle of the Aus-
tralian colonies it would look very bad to
have this item struck out. Would it be
a good, thing to wipe out the Volun-
teer vote altogether at this stage of the
history of the colony,? If it were not,
would it not be better to have the men
properly trained in military practice ?
The present Commrandant had not time
to devote himself to the movement, and
travel all over the country.

Question put-That the item be re-
duced by £400.

A division being called for, the num-
bers were-

Ayes..

Noes 8

AYES. NoES.Mr. Olarkson Vr Deflmel
Mr. HanHu Mr. Mannion
Mr. 0 Rsu Mr Pilipa
Mr. Paero Mr. is
Mr. Qunlan Sir .3. 0. 1'cc stoore
Mr: Richardson Mr .. o
Mr. Scott Mr. Van
Mr. A. Forrest (fellr.) Mr. Forrest (Toiler.)

The numbers being equal, the Chair-
man gave his casting vote with the Ayes.

The remainder of the vote was agreed
to.

Special Coast Survey, £3,000:
Agreed to..
Central Board of Health, £200:
MA. PARKER, referring to the itemt

"Secretary and Chief Inspector of Nuis-
ances, X100," asked if this officer per-
formed any duties at all as an inspectorP

THE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said this officer was employed under the
direction and control of the Central
Board of Health, which was a statutory
Board, and the Government were not
responsible for its actions, nor for its
officers. This gentleman also acted as
Secretary to the Board.

MR. A. FORREST said that whoever
was responsible for the disgraceful way
in which the removal of night soil was
carried out in the city ought to be prose-
cuted. He did not know whether it was
the duty of the Central Board to look
after such things.

THE TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest):
It is the Local Board.

MR. KEANE said that his experience
of the way the work referred to was done
led him to the conclusion that neither
the Central nor the local Board was any
good. The present system was simply a
disgrace to any civilised community; it
was a perfect farce.

SIR J. G. LEE STEERE emiphasised
the remarks of the holl. member for
Geraldton.

MR. QUINLAN thought it would be
a good thing if the Central Board of
Health and the Local Board were
amalgamated, and placed under the
control of the Municipal Council.

Item passed.
Progress reported.

The House adjourned
past 6 o'clock, P.M.

at 20 minutes

JCt gis ftib e A.sstnrb fi,
Monmday, 9th February, 1to91.

The Federal Convention at Sydney -Protection of
Iffirature Sandalwood-Management of Govern-
menmtRalways-Loan Bill; in Co.mittee-Conene
Bill: sccord reading-Officials i. Pariarneut Bill:
second rending-Postage Stamp Act Amendment
Biil-Adjornenent.

Tn SPEAKER took the chair at
7-30 p.m.

PRAYERS.

FEDERAL CONVENTION AT SYDNEY.
MR. PARKER asked the Premier

whether the Government had taken into
consideration the question of sending
delegates to the forthcoming Federal
Convention, and whether he could give
the House some information on the sub-
ject? PHe asked the question with leave
without notice, as the whole House was
interested in the matter.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. Forrest), in
reply, said it was clearly stated in His
Excellency's Speech that it was intended


